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SWEETHEART SPIEL NEEDS TEAMS &
VOLLUNTEERS

On February 9™ and 10" our club will again be hosting
the Sweetheart Spiel. There is space for up to FIVE more
teams. See flyers posted about the Club. The organizers
are now busy recruiting volunteers — especially for drivers
to home entertainment and working the bar. Please
contact Stephanie McGregor and Craig Hargreaves at
519 733 9317.

MEN'’'S WILD GOOSE BONSPIEL

Feb 29", March 1% & 2" Entries are now due... Entry is
limited to 24 teams, with space for about 10 in-club
teams. Cost $ 300.00 per team. See flyers posted about
the Club. Contact Frank Willoughby 519 978 1080 or
John McGregor 519 733 5844.

EUCHRE

This is a GREAT fund raiser for our club. Euchre Nights
are booked for February 16" March 15" and April 19"
Thanks to Doreen Cole these have been well run and
very well attended so far — but sadly only about a third of
the players are club members. Let's really see if we can
have more of our own members turn out in the new year!

PAY AS YOU PLAY

Pay-as-you-play is still offered every Tuesday and
Thursday morning for $ 10.00 a game (free for
members). A Soup and Sandwich lunch is offered
following curling on Tuesdays. Tuesdays have been
better attended than Thursdays so far this year.

SUNDAY JUNIORS

There is more structure in the program this year and the
number of youngsters turning out continues to increase
week to week. We now have more than 30 juniors curling
on Sunday afternoons! So what's your magic, Rob &
Glenda?

PINDERA CURLING REUNION

See the flyers all around the club for Betty’s reunion on
May 24" — Everyone invited - mark your calendar.
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AUCTION

Our Live and Silent Auction was a HUGE success! A very
big thank you and congratulations to the Auction
Committee...They did a fabulous job. The club was filled
with items for both silent and live auction, Jack Morris
from Jack Morris Auctions Inc. (Comber) was the
evening’s auctioneer. And a good time was had by all.
Perhaps the highlight of the evening was the draw to the
button competition - as a fund raiser. Yes, bets were
placed on eight of our local hotshots.

The Auction realized a $6,434 profit for our club.
Proceeds were earmarked for new energy efficient
lighting in the main lounge area which has been ordered
and will be installed in the next few weeks.

Sarah & Yvon ran the bar

Draw the button hotshot competitors piped
down onto the ice...




Dorothy Mcgregor: another promoter for Hotshot John
attempting to sway the allegiance of Hugo Murray

Pictures in this Newsletter thanks to
Marion Horneck & Graeme Robson.
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Amongst many terrific donations to the Auction, our
President, Pat Laing, donated a full sized quilt! And then
bid and bought a “2008/9 Club Membership” for a price
above the current going rate... Guess what's likely to
happen to membership fees next year <wink>?

Our most profound thanks to all those that gave
donations for the auction (in no particular order):

Izabela Bemben, Alexksander Estate Winery, Ruthven
Lynn Heroux MT, Erie Shores Rehabilitation, Essex
Gloria Maillioux, Compliments G’lor, Comber

Jenny Jenner, Harrow Chiropractic Clinic

Flo Gushue, Viewpoint Estate Winery, Harrow

Dr Tony Braithwaite, Kingsville Animal Clinic

Oxley Beach Golf Course, Richard and Christine Froese
Lilac Row Farms and Andrew Willemsma

Don Harrison, Woodland Hills Golf Course

Frank and Cora Keseru, Division Collision

Dave Harrison, Rochester Place RV, Golf & Marine Resort
Kevin George, Leamington Collision

Harry and Marie Roettele, Hill ‘N Dale Bed and Breakfast
Cindy’'s Garden, Kingsville

Vernon's Tap and Grill, Kingsville

Renee Lapierre, wHair Else? Harrow

L.P. (Lou) Valente, RBC Dominion Securities, Windsor
Stephanie Simpson RMT, Erie Shores Rehabilitation
Robert Quick, Kingsville Golf and Country Club

Barb Laurin, Kingsville

George Alles — Artist: ALLESART.CA, Harrow
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Steve Lepierre, Belle River

Tilbury Golf Club, Tilbury

Dessa Kapardlov, Kaspardlov Laverty and Associates
Tim Dixon — Artist: Dixon’s Home, Emergyville
Dean Joanisse, Art of Curling, Victoria BC

Cathy Guilbeault, Deerbrook Reality, Windsor
Roberto and Fabio Muscedere, Muscedere Estates Winery
Casino Windsor

Robert Wickett, Wickett Farms, Kingsville

Misty Muttersback, Maikeats Art and Dance Studio
Patty Wright, Shoppers Drug Mart, Kingsville
Ejaz Qureshi, Lassonde Juices, Ruthven

Kat Ebling-Fanset, Calicokatcreations

Bob and Karin Stafford, M&M Meats, Leamington
John McGregor, State Farm Insurance, Kingsville
King's Landing Restaurant and Tavern, Kingsville
Barry Pettapiece, Pilot

Vivian LaCroix, Marla Novelties, Harrow

Pat Laing, Quilt

Neil Arnold, Pilot

The Kingsville Inn

Sharlene and Robert Banwell

Capt. Tom & Linda Geiger, Windsor

Mike Whalen

Frank Willoughby

John West

Adam’s Golden Acres Motel, Kingsville

Bonnie and Fran Monminie

Auction Committee Pie Makers

Yvon and Linda Langlois

Dan and Sandy Brook (photography)

Jackie and Bruce Cooper

ROGER'S ROAST

Thanks to all who helped in any way to make Rogers
Roast such a success.. We had 53 people attend a
delicious pickerel dinner (with appetizers). Both Roger
and Liz were suitably toasted (and roasted).Re-occurring
themes were "Taillieu Time" and the relationship between
food and Roger’s bonspiel trips. We even heard an eye-
opener about Liz...

JACK DYKES MEMORIAL BONSPIEL

Was a great success - and even brought a $454 profit to
our club.

KINGSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL VISITED OUR CLUB

On Thursday, December 20" teacher Chris Pettapiece
brought out about 30 young folk from grades 7 and 8 at
KPS for a “fun curling morning”. Many thanks to all our
club members that came out to help with instruction and
especially to Rob Squires who a prepared promotional
package for each participant to take home with them.

NEW YEARS EVE

Plans for a New Year's Eve party at our club were
cancelled when it appeared that there just wasn't
sufficient interest to hold the event this year. Several of
you have since vowed that should never be allowed
happen again. Early plans are ALREADY in the works for
next year.

4X4 EVENT

The “4X4” was a success again this year, although the
turnout was even smaller. 14 of us played in four teams:
two for Kingsville and two for “The Rest of the World".
The Kingsville rinks won the event again this year.

Champions pictured below: Back row: Graeme Robson,
Justin Hines, Ryan Brook, Craig Hargreaves,
Stephanie McGregor.

Kneeling: Pale (Justin) Desnoyers, and Neil Baldwin.

MISS PIGGY BOXING DAY SPIEL

The “Miss Piggy” was another great success. Craig and
Stephanie are to be congratulated for a very well run and
fun filled day of curling. The Braithwaite team narrowly
squeaked by the McGregor team to “win” the event again
this year.
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FRIDAY NIGHT CURLING
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Chef Terry Donovan & His new bride Linda!

BANTAM ZONES

Our club hosted the Zone 16 Bantam Boys and Bantam
Girls zone Playdowns on Jan 12" & 13". Our Kingsville
Club entered in both the Boys and Girls competitions: the
only Bantam teams from all of Essex County. Although
both played very well, they failed to go on to the next
level of competition. Spectators, including those that
attended the Club Pasta Dinner on the Saturday evening,
were treated to some spectacular curling which was
eventually won by Kevin Cook (llderton) and David
Easter (London) for the boys, and for the girls by
Samantha Mclntyre (Highland) and Kate McKinnon
(Sarnia) who later went on to win at Regionals & thus will
be representing our zone at the provincial championships
in Richmond Hill Feb 6" to 10" .

HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUES

“B” league playoffs were completed just before Christmas|
which was won by a team from St Joseph’s high school
skipped by Cullen Kennedy who is also a member of our
club and plays on our Bantams boys and mixed teams.
Our local Kingsville District High School team was third
(bronze medalists) out of 24 teams from high schools
across Essex County and City of Windsor. “A” league
began after Christmas and both Boy and Girl teams from
Kingsville DHS are unbeaten so far...

TRAVIS FANSET WINS PROVINCIAL JUNIORS

Have you heard?... Travis Fanset, Dale & Kat's son, with
the junior team he skips out of the St Thomas Club, won
the ONTARIO JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS. They are
going on to represent our province in the Canadian
Juniors Feb 2" to 10" in Sault Ste. Marie. You can follow]
the competition on CBC & the CCA website.

LOBSTER-LOVERS-FEST EVENT

In late December the Lobster-Lover’s fest organizing
committee for our Curling Club and YFRN ran into some
significant roadblocks concerning venue and date for the
2008 event. Which has meant us looking for another
venue and perhaps a different kind of event for a
midsummer fundraiser — we’ll keep you posted.

CURLERS ON THE (GOLF) COURSE

Was a huge success last fall, thanks in no small part to
Cary’s organizational skills and the small army of
volunteers who put it all together! Plans are in the works
for TWO such events this summer: Saturday March 29"
and Saturday Aug 9" - and perhaps a third involving
juniors as a “family” event. Contacts Cary Lamoure 519
738 4993.and Sandy Brook 519 738 6316

WIN A MEMBERSHIP

Sales of the squares have been so slow that the cost per
square has been reduced from $ 10.00 to $5.00 ... And
the prize has accordingly been reduced to “$250.00
towards next year’'s membership”. Sign up for one or
more squares on the board beside the bar...

As soon as the board is full the winner will be drawn and
another new board started! Let's see how many
memberships we can give away this year!

SUPERBOWL SQUARES

For only $ 3.00 a square you could win one of several
cash prizes based on score at various stages in the
game, and the final outcome. See the poster board
beside the bar or contact Cary Lamoure 519 738 4993.
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CLOTHING

A rack of sample clothing has been set up by the bar to
display some of what's available with our Club name and
logo! For more information contact Sandy 519 738 6316

ZEHRS TAPES

So far we have submitted tapes totaling $45,117.93 to
Zehr's for a refund of $100.26. Tom Geiger spent many
long hours tallying up shoe boxes full of Zehr's tapes. He
says please keep collecting Zehr's tapes for him, he’s
happy enough to keep counting them up... A huge vote
of thanks Tom!

CHOCOLATE BAR SALES

Sales so far have not been as good as last year.
Please return any money or unsold chocolate bars as
soon as possible. We will not be ordering any more
chocolates — at least not for this year.

FLOWER SALES

The Poinsettia Christmas fundraiser went very well again
this year. Thanks to the extraordinary effort by Sandy and
Sarah and all who helped them, our club raised $ 600.00
again this year. Watch for flyers around the club for
EASTER FLOWERS (hydrangeas & lilies) in the next few
weeks.

TOONIE DRAW

Don't forget — you can’t win if your toonie isn't in the pot
that week. Should your name be drawn, see what you
could have won, and the pot will carry over to next week’s
draw! Name drawn each week is written on the dry-
erase board beside the bar (along with winnings or carry
over $$$ in the pot )...
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TRILLIUM GRANT
ICE SCRAPER NEWS

Wonderful news! The Club recently received a cheque
for the full asking amount of the Trillium Grant
($11,333.00) for a new ice scraper. A battery powered
state-of-the-art ICE KING scraper has been ordered.
These machines are custom made and ours should be
delivered by late spring (in time for our next curling
season).

FAN-OUT PHONE LIST

A phone tree is to be set up to help keep us all better
informed of upcoming events and garner enthusiasm and
interest within our club. If you would be prepared to be a
link in that chain please contact Pat Laing 519 733 5731.

SUNDAY EVENING CURLING

High School teams and competitive bantam and Junior
teams practice at our club between 7:00 and 9:00 pm
each Sunday. There are often as many as a couple of
dozen teenagers out on any given Sunday. Instructors
are out and there is usually ice free for any club member
wishing to practice and or seek technical help or
coaching. If you have any questions contact Tony 519
733 6797 — or just come out any Sunday evening!

MEMBERSHIP

Judging from the state of most leagues, it would seem
that our overall membership is down: way, way down.
With the obvious exception of the Wednesday Evening
Ladies League, way to go, Girls!!!...And yet, in point of
fact we are only two members less than we were last
year. Membership break down is as follows (with last
years figures in brackets) Returning full members 69
(76); Half year 7 (12); New 23 (16); Social 15 (18);
Intermediate youth 16-to-21-years-old 4 (8); Bantam
under-16-years-old 21 (9) = Total 139 (141). The majority,
of our losses have been in the ranks of our seniors that,
for mostly health reasons, have not been able to return
curling this year. We have significantly increased the
number of new members: up a healthy 40% from the
previous year, however our rate of recruitment has sadly
not been able to keep up with the rate of attrition. Now, if
each and every one of our current members managed to
bring in but only one new member our club would be right
back where it could — and should be. Still the best way of
attracting and acquiring new members is by word of
mouth and personal invitation on a one-to-one basis.
Increasing our membership is the most important
challenge facing our club today — and something we can
ALL play a part in. Let's DO IT!

HELP NEEDED WITH BAR —
& SMART SERVE TRAINING AVAILABLE

We really, really need help with manning the bar —
especially for upcoming bonspiels and other events. We
can provide SMART SERVE training to anyone that that
has not yet taken the course. We desperately need to
find an assistant (or two) HOUSE COORDINATOR.
Please contact Sarah 519 966 3415.
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2006/2007 CLUB CHAMPIONS

Last season’s Club Champions were recently
recognized. Look for the smart new jackets recently
given to Frank Willoughby, Debby Brousseau, Charlene
Haluk-McMahon and Cary Lamoure.

STATEMENTS

Statements of account are available at the end of each
month in the sorting slots beside the bar. Please be sure
to pick up and pay your statement promptly.

CLUB FACILITY RENTALS

Sandy would like to remind everyone that our facilities
can be rented out to bring in valuable revenue for the
club (office or birthday parties, and the like). When you
are taking about this to friends and acquaintances
mention that the rental cost does NOT include GST. We
have to charge that on the rental fee. Up to now we have
been backing the GST out of the amount charged. Any
guestions about rental fees please contact Sandy 519
738 6316 or Sarah 519 966 3415.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR GYM CLASSES

See the signup sheets posted on the upstairs notice
board near the bar. Both Essex and Kingsville District
High Schools will be visiting our club for almost 30 one
hour gym class sessions in February and March. We are
looking for volunteers to open up the club, oversee our
facility and then help teachers with instruction.

NEED A NEW BROOM OR SHOES
IS YOUR GRIPPER BREAKING DOWN?...

We carry a selection of curling equipment from the
Curling Company (Ultima & Tournament Sports) for sale
at better than factory suggested prices.

Grippers are only designed to last a season or two at the
most. After that they start to break down and leave tiny
specs of black rubber on the ice — which is the most
common cause of “picked stones” these days. If your
gripper is old or suffering from heavy wear (ask Andrew
Willemsma or Graeme Robson) we offer a gripper
exchange program. For just $ 5.00 we'll exchange your
old gripper for new.

Contact Tony Braithwaite 519 733 6797.

OUR NEW WEBSITE!

Al McRorie from the Curling Club of St Thomas, working
with Tom Geiger, has designed a very handsome
Website for us. Those that attended the Annual General
Meeting on Saturday 26" had a chance to preview what
he drew up for us. We are very grateful to Al who did all
the work (no small task) for free: just “to gain
experience”. We only paid for his gas to travel to
Kingsville to deliver and demonstrate what he has
accomplished. We are in the process of registering a
domain name and have had 10Mb web space to host the
site donated by one of our members.

CALLENDAR & SUGGESTION BOX

Have you noticed the calendar at the foot of the stairs?
Sandy Brook keeps this up to date for us with all the
latest dates and times of upcoming events.

There is a suggestion box in the foyer — that’s really good
at collecting dust — and seemly not much else... How |
wish a newsletter item or two appeared therein... Not to
mention a suggestion or two to help us improve our great
club!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WHO TO CONTACT FOR WHAT...

President - Pat Laing 733 5731

House - (bar & bookings) - Sarah Shklov. 966 3415

Treasurer — Sandy Brook. 738 6316

Secretary — Linda Geiger 250 0221

Membership - Bonnie Monminie. 733 2590

Bonspiels/Youth - Rob Squire. 727 5058

Ice and Property Maintenance - Cary Lamoure 738 4993

Advertising/Marketing - Linda Langlois728 4459

High School League - Tony Braithwaite. 733 6797

Fundraising - Sandy Brook.738 6316

Media /Communication - Pat Laing. 733 5731

Ladies’ Rep - Pat Laing. 733 5731

Zehr's tapes - Linda Geiger 250 0221

Calendar - Sandy Brook. 738 6316

Newsletter: On the Button — Sarah Shklov. 966 3415
Tony Braithwaite 733 6797

LEAGUE CONVENORS

Monday Men’s League:
Larry Kirk 733 8819 & Bob Banwell 733 3533
Tuesday Mixed Skip’s Entry:
John & Dorothy McGregor 733 5844
Wednesday Ladies League:
Sandy Brook 738 6316 & Pat Laing 733 5731
Thursday Men’s Skip’s Entry
John McGregor 733 5844 & Frank Willoughby 978 1080
Friday Mixed Fun League:
Sandy Brook 733 6316 & Bonnie Monminie. 733 2590
Pay as You Play Tuesday:
Doreen Cole 733 3667
Pay as You Play Thursday mornings
Pat Laing 733 5731
Sunday Evening High School Practice & Members Clinic:
Tony Braithwaite 733 6797
Sunday Juniors
Rob Squires 727 5058
Glenda & John & Andrew Willemsma 733 9616

THIS SPACE FOR ADVERTISING

Place your business- card-sized AD HERE

Cost only $ 10/issue or $ 50/year = 6 or more issues
Contact Tony Braithwaite 519 733 6797
Curling@on.aibn.com




